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Date

The Hon [name], MP
[formal title and portfolio if applicable i.e Minister for XYZ]
[PORTFOLIO] MINISTERIAL OFFICE
Address 
City, PC, State or Territory


Dear Minister [last name],

SEPSIS IS A SILENT AND URGENT HEALTH PRIORITY

I am writing as a [sepsis survivor / family member / carer / someone who has lost a loved one to sepsis], and as a resident of [Town/Community] and a constituent of your electorate.

[Share some details about the personal impact of sepsis on your life]
Each year, approximately 84,000 Australians are diagnosed with sepsis. Tragically, around 12,00 people die from it annually — more than from prostate cancer, breast cancer, or road trauma. Survivors often face long-term physical, psychological, and cognitive challenges. Yet nearly 60% of Australians have never heard of sepsis.
Sepsis is both preventable and treatable — but only if recognised early. As a medical emergency, it warrants urgent public awareness and a coordinated systemic response. Across government, money is invested in campaigns that prevent harm and save lives — from road safety to vaccine promotion and cancer screening. Sepsis should be a critical health priority and not an exception.
I am likely one of many in your constituency who have been affected by sepsis — some losing loved ones, others living with long-term effects. Too many are left wondering why they had never heard of it until it was too late. Without increased awareness and action, many more lives remain at risk.
Sepsis also places a significant burden on the healthcare system and economy. It is estimated to cost Australia at least $4.8 billion each year, including acute care, rehabilitation, and long-term support.
In recognition of this public health challenge, the World Health Organization declared sepsis a Global Health Priority in 2017, urging governments to take targeted action. Over the past seven years, all states and territories have supported a coordinated national program led by Sepsis Australia and The George Institute for Global Health, in collaboration with the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care. This includes the development of a national Sepsis Clinical Care Standard to improve the quality and safety of care for all Australians.
World Sepsis Day is on 13 September. I urge you, as my elected representative, to support the continuation and expansion of both state and national efforts to reduce the burden of sepsis — through public education, clinical training, research, and policy reform.
Sepsis can affect anyone — at any age, with any infection. It demands coordinated action not only from health professionals, but from government leaders committed to saving lives and improving health outcomes.
I respectfully ask that you help make sepsis a priority in our state’s health agenda, and champion sustained, long-term investment in tackling its impact.
I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you further and to connect you with representatives from Sepsis Australia to discuss how this issue can be meaningfully addressed.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Kind regards,
[Your Full Name]
[Your Address or Suburb]
[Optional: Member, Sepsis Australia Consumer Partner and Advocacy Program]
[Your Email / Phone Number]
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